
Sierra El Tigre Expedition Field Report  
 

March 13 � 21, 2010  



 2 

 

 
Cover photo courtesy Greg Schuster; Map courtesy Sky Jacobs 



 3 

3/13/2010 

From left to right:  Bottom row � Cynthia Wolf, Jes œs SÆnchez, David Delgado, Ignacio Lagarda, Varinia Alessi, Marc 
Trinks, Shirley Durham, Chris Marzonie  Back Row � John Palting, Luis Portillo, Terry Gustafson, Horacio Cabrera, 
Sandra Doumas, Raul Monson, Manuel Munguía, Rodrigo Alcaraz, Rosa Elena JimØnez, Greg Schuster, Mario Cirett, 
Enrique Yescas, Omar GutiØrrez, Theo Palting, Dale Durham, Tom Van Devender, Ana Lilia Reina 

 
The group of 12 participants left SIA�s offices in Tucson at 8:30 am.  Upon arriving at 
the border, the voyage into Mexico was delayed, as usual. This time we learned that the 
gas cans we brought were not permitted to cross full, and we waited in line around 2 
hours filling out tourist and vehicle permits.  
 
We arrived in Nacozari de García and found the main artery into the center of town 
closed for repairs.  After some asking around and reconnoitering, we arrived to find the 
group of eight CONANP employees, one Red Cross medic, a photographer and a reporter 
from Imagenes de Sonora, and two participants from the Universidad de Sonora awaiting 
our arrival (and making the group size 25 total participants)! 
 
The group drove about 30 minutes to the old mining town of Pilares de Nacozari, now a 
ghost town, where we set up camp for the night.  A carne asada attended by expedition 
participants and local ejido members was prepared by firelight and the trip was officially 
underway. 
 
 
 
 

����������������		

������

����		������������	



 4 

 

 
CONANP hosted a carne asada in the ghost town of Pilares de Nacozari, where the group 
camped the first night 
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3/14/2010 
 
We woke, packed, and climbed the mine tailings for sunrise photos of the town below 
and came back down to find breakfast waiting.  After eating and cleaning up, the group 
left on the drive to the week’s base camp at Rancho Campo Bonito in the Sierra El Tigre. 
 
The trip in took 9 ½ hours overall including a couple stops to get assistance from 
members of the Overland Society to assist in changing and airing up tires flattened by the 
rocks and to move rocks from the road so that vehicles could navigate inclines. 
 
We arrived at Campo Bonito in the early evening to put up the large army tent provided 
by CONANP that would serve as a camp kitchen, mess hall, social center, and laboratory 
for the week, put up personal tents, and unloaded vehicles.  
 

 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Base camp at Rancho Campo Bonito below Mina el Tigre 
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